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What is the FAFSA®
  form? 

Why fill out a FAFSA form? 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the first step in the 
financial aid process. You use the FAFSA form to apply for federal student aid, 
such as grants, work-study, and loans. In addition, most states and colleges use 
information from the FAFSA form to award nonfederal aid. 

Why all the questions? 
Most of the questions on the FAFSA form are required to calculate your Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC). The EFC measures your family’s financial strength 
and is used to determine your eligibility for federal student aid. Your state and 
the colleges you list may also use some of your responses. They will determine if 
you may be eligible for school or state aid, in addition to federal aid. 

How do I find out what my Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is?
Your EFC will be listed on your Student Aid Report (SAR). Your SAR summarizes 
the information you submitted on your FAFSA form. It is important to review 
your SAR to make sure all of your information is correct and complete. Make 
corrections or provide additional information, as necessary. 

How much student financial aid will I receive? 
Using the information on your FAFSA form and your EFC, the financial aid office 
at your college will determine the amount of aid you will receive. The college 
will use your EFC to prepare a financial aid package to help you meet your 
financial need. Financial need is the difference between the cost of attendance 
(which can include living expenses), as determined by your college, and your 
EFC. If you are eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, you may receive it from only one 
college for the same period of enrollment. If you or your family have unusual 
circumstances that should be taken into account, contact your college’s 
financial aid office. Some examples of unusual circumstances are: unusual 
medical or dental expenses or a large change in income from 2018 to this year. 

When will I receive the student financial aid? 
Any financial aid you are eligible to receive will be paid to you through your 
college. Typically, your college will first use the aid to pay tuition, fees and room 
and board (if provided by the college). Any remaining aid is paid to you for your 
other educational expenses. 

How can I have more colleges receive my FAFSA form information?
If you are completing a paper FAFSA form, you can only list four colleges in the 
school code step. You may add more colleges by doing one of the following:

•	 After your FAFSA form has been processed, go to fafsa.gov, log in to the site, 
and follow the instructions for correcting your FAFSA form.  

•	 Use the Student Aid Report (SAR), which you will receive after your FAFSA 
form is processed. Your Data Release Number (DRN) verifies your identity and 
will be listed on the first page of your SAR. You can call 1-800-433-3243 and 
provide your DRN to a customer service representative, who will add more 
school codes for you. 

•	 Provide your DRN to the financial aid administrator at the college you want 
added, and he or she can add their school code to your FAFSA form. 

Note: Your FAFSA record can only list up to ten school codes. If there are ten 
school codes on your record, each new code will need to replace one of the 
school codes listed. 

Where can I receive more information on student financial aid?
The best place for information about student financial aid is the financial aid 
office at the college you plan to attend. The financial aid administrator can tell 
you about student aid available from your state, the college itself and other 
sources. 

•	 You can also visit our web site StudentAid.gov. 
•	 For information by phone you can call our Federal Student Aid Information 

Center at 1-800-433-3243. TTY users (for the hearing impaired) may call 
1-800-730-8913.

•	 You can also check with your high school counselor, your state aid agency 
or your local library’s reference section. 

Information about other nonfederal assistance may be available from foundations, 
faith-based organizations, community organizations and civic groups, as well 
as organizations related to your field of interest, such as the American Medical 
Association or American Bar Association. Check with your parents’ employers or 
unions to see if they award scholarships or have tuition assistance plans.

Information on the Privacy Act and use of your 
Social Security Number 
We use the information that you provide on this form to determine if you are 
eligible to receive federal student financial aid and the amount that you are 
eligible to receive. Sections 483 and 484 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, 
as amended, give us the authority to ask you and your parents these questions, 
and to collect the Social Security Numbers of you and your parents. We use your 
Social Security Number to verify your identity and retrieve your records, and we 
may request your Social Security Number again for those purposes. 

State and institutional student financial aid programs may also use the 
information that you provide on this form to determine if you are eligible to 
receive state and institutional aid and the need that you have for such aid. 
Therefore, we will disclose the information that you provide on this form to 
each institution you list in questions 101a - 101h, state agencies in your state of 
legal residence and the state agencies of the states in which the colleges that 
you list in questions 101a - 101h are located. 

If you are applying solely for federal aid, you must answer all of the following 
questions that apply to you: 1-9, 14-16, 18, 21-23, 26, 28-29, 32-58, 60-67, 69, 72-
100, 102, and 103. If you do not answer these questions, you will not receive 
federal aid. 

Without your consent, we may disclose information that you provide to entities 
under a published “routine use.” Under such a routine use, we may disclose 
information to third parties that we have authorized to assist us in administering 
the above programs; to other federal agencies under computer matching 
programs, such as those with the Internal Revenue Service, Social Security 
Administration, Selective Service System, Department of Homeland Security, 
Department of Justice and Veterans Affairs; to your parents or spouse; and to 
members of Congress if you ask them to help you with student aid questions. 

If the federal government, the U.S. Department of Education, or an employee 
of the U.S. Department of Education is involved in litigation, we may send 
information to the Department of Justice, or a court or adjudicative body, if the 
disclosure is related to financial aid and certain conditions are met. In addition, 
we may send your information to a foreign, federal, state, or local enforcement 
agency if the information that you submitted indicates a violation or potential 
violation of law, for which that agency has jurisdiction for investigation 
or prosecution. Finally, we may send information regarding a claim that is 
determined to be valid and overdue to a consumer reporting agency. This 
information includes identifiers from the record; the amount, status and history 
of the claim; and the program under which the claim arose. 

State Certification 
By submitting this application, you are giving your state financial aid agency 
permission to verify any statement on this form and to obtain income tax 
information for all persons required to report income on this form. 

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required 
to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a 
valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information 
collection is 1845-0001. Public reporting burden for this collection of 
information is estimated to average one and a half hours per response, including 
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. The obligation to respond to this collection is voluntary.  If you 
have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual submission 
of this form, please contact the Federal Student Aid Information Center, P.O. Box 
84, Washington, D.C. 20044 directly. [Note: Please do not return the completed 
form to this address.]

We may request additional information from you to process your application 
more efficiently. We will collect this additional information only as needed and 
on a voluntary basis.
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